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good relations between Britain and Persia were
restored. The expense of such a procedure was
insignificant compared with the ruinous cost and
lasting hostility which the old pre-war method would
have involved.
I can well recall how, as late as 1904, this old
blustering policy still prevailed. Lord Curzon, m
that year, before going on leave to England,
organized with meticulous care every detail of a
large military expedition against a pathetically feeble,
sacerdotal rule in Tibet. British and Indian troops
were sent across the mountains to intimidate a
people still living in the Middle Ages and armed
with mediaeval weapons. Great Britain, even at that
late date, looked on at aggressive action of that
kind with equanimity. The ostensible reason was
to enforce certain trade rights, but it was well
known in Simla that its real object was to forestall
the secret Russian emissaries who were said to be
plotting and planning in that remote region of the
world Fortunately, the choice of Sir Francis Young-
husband, as leader of the expedition, prevented
untoward incidents occurring, and a peaceable
conclusion was reached.
It is necessary to be put in mind of these things,
in order to see how far we have travelled since
those times. We need also to get rid of the last
shreds of those old barbaric methods of conquest,
whereon we can now look back only with shame.
For the danger of relapse still remains. But we may
say with some confidence, that no provocation short